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Military Defence.
We give below the Military Bill, as it
* has passed the General Assembly, and has
become an “Act to Provide an armetl
Military Foree :"”
Ax Acr o Provip: Ax AryED MILITARY
Forcr.

See. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives, now et and
stiting in General Asscmnbly, and by the
awthority of the swme, That whenever it
shall appear that an armed foree is about
to be employed againsg the State, or in
opposition to its suthority, the Governor
be and he is hereby authorized to repell
the same; and for that purpose to callinto
the service of the State, from time to time,
such portion of the militiaas he may deem
necessary and proper, and to organize the
same on the following plan:

- Spc. 2. That immediately after passing
this Act, the Governor shall be ant rorized
and required to call for one Volunteer
Company of Infantry from each Infantry
Battalion, and to receive two Rifle Compa-
nies from each Infantry Brigade in the
State, to consist of one Captain, ene First
TLieutenant, one Second Lieutcnant, one
Third Lieutenant, five Sergeants, =ix Cor-

orals,.and not less than sixty nor more
than eighty-five Privates; and snch Com-
pany shall‘have preference in the ovder of
_acceptance by the Governor over other
Companies subsequently raised from such
Battalions, or from the State at large.
That every existing Volunteer Company,
Troop or Squadroen, Battalion or Regiment,
.composed of Volunteer Corps, whichshall

* offer their services as a whole, may be so

Teceived and permitted to retain their
officers: Provided, They tender their
seryices with the requisite number of
‘offieers, = non-commissioned _ofticers  and
privates. . And if any Battalion of Infan-
try shall neglect, refase, or fail. for want
of numbers, for thirty days after the issue
of the call of the Governor for the pur-
pose aforesaid, to report to him the or-
ization of such Volunteer Company or
ompanies, with their comiplement of
officers, non-commissioned officers and
privates, ready for serviee, then the Gov-
ernor is hereby authorized and required to
fill such vacancies by reeciving volunteers’
from the neavest Battalion or Battalions to
the one so failing, and to order a draft from
such: Battalions as refuse or negleet to
tender the requisite number of officers,
non-commissioned officers and sixty pri-
vates.
+'8pe. 3. That in addition to the above,
the Governor is hereby authorized to re-
ceive as volunteers oneor more Companies
of Cavalry from each Cavalry Regiment
of the State. Each Company to consist
of ‘one Captain, First and Second Lieu-
tenants, one Cornet, four Sergeants, four
Corparals, one Sadler, one farrier, one
Trumpeter, and not less than thirgy-two
nor more than sixty privates,aud organize
the same into not more than four squad-
rons, and two Regiments, with the proper
Field and Staff’ Officars, 23 now pm\-i}lud
by law, and to arm and equip the same for
active service.
Seo.’ 4. That the Govervor is also here-
by authorized toaccept the servicas of one

tillory—freni e ity of '

il ~ - » ws
Charleston, one Compary of Artiilery from

~‘the city of Columbis, oze Company of

Artillery from Georgetown, one Company
of Artillery from the town of Beeufert,
and to arm and equip the same for active
service; and each Company of Artillery
ghall consist of one Captein, four Lieuten-
‘ants, two Staff Sergeants, six Sergeants,
twelve Corporals, six Artificers, two
Buglers, and not less than fifty-eight nor
more than one hundred and twenty-twe
Privates. 1

Sgc. 5. That each Compauy of Volun-
teers under this Aet. when formed, and
beforegendering their services, may elect
or appoint their awn comprny officers ;
but no election shall take place iu eny com-
pany while in active service, except in
‘cases of vacaney.in the oflicers of Ensien
or Cornet, or 4th Licutenani oi Artillery,
which shall be filled'by an election: Fro-
ided, That such election sheil Le crdered
forthwith by the superior officer in com-
mand of the Company, Battalion or Regi-
ment, inavhich such vacaney shall oceur,
and the election shall beheld within twenty-
four hours aftersuch orderhad been issued,
-and in all.other cases of vacaney, the same
ghall be filled by promotion of those next

~in grade thereto in their respective compa-

Skc. 6. That the Governor is hereby
authorized and empowered to order info
active service any part of the Military
force embraced under this Act, whenever,
_and at whatsoever places, he may deem
the safety of the State requires: Frovid-
o, That such Military forces shall not be
compelled to vemain in active service for
a longer period than twelve months. And
the Governor is hereby authorized to czll,
previous to the expiration of the said term
of service of the Troopsin the field, for
farther Volunteer forces, to supply their
places should the same be deemed  neces-
sary for the safety of the State.

Sgc. 7. That the Governor is hereby
authorized and directed to organize forth-
with the new companies herein provided
for, and the existing voluuteer organiza-
tions of the State, who tender their ser-
vices, into appropriate Battalions, Squad-
rons, Regiments, Brigades and a Division ;
that the said Military Division shall be
.officered by one Major General, to be ap-
pointed by the Governor, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, and to
be commissioned by the Governor, and in
‘ease the Senate shall not be in session, the
nominee of the Governor shall be com-
missioned by him, and hold the office until
the close of the next session of the Legis-
lature, such appointment; and that said
Major-General shall have power to appoint
the following Staff Officers; that s to
say : One Deputy Adjutant-General, with
the rank of Colonel ; one Division Inspect-
or-General ; one Division Quartermaster-
General; one Division Commissary-Gen-
eral; one Division Paymaster-General ;
one Division Surgeon-General, each with
.the(;l;.a;& cggn I;iq;ﬁxt;g,m}t-()ol;rr&e], and three
Aids-de-C “with the rank of Major;
“said Staff. Ot to be SE RS
the Governor.

Sec. 8. That each Brigade shall be offi-
eered by one Brigadier-General, to be ap-
pointed by the Governor, by and with the
advice and consent of the Scnate, to be
commissioned by the Governor, and in
case the Senate.is not in session at the time |

of the appointment, the 'nominee of the
Governor shall be commissioned by him,
and hold the office until the close of the
next session of the Legislature afrer such
appointment. ; and that the said Drigadier
General shall have power to appoint the
following Staft’ Ofticers ; that is to say:
One Brizade Major, one Brigade Inspector,
one Brieade Commissary, one Brigade
Qn:u'tenﬁ:;ster, one Brigade Surgeon, e':lch
with the rank of Major; and two ;\ul_s.-
de-Camp, with the rank of Captain; said
Staff Ofticers to be commissioned_ by the
Governor.

Qe 9. That cadli Regiment shall be
officered by one Colonel, one Licutenant-
Colonel anid one Mujor, to be elected by
the officers and privates of the said Regi-
ment, within ten days after the Companies
composing said Regiment shall have been
accepted, the clection of said officers to be
ordered by the Governor, and the com-
mission therefor to besigned and issued
by him 3 and the Colonel of the said Reoi-
ment shall have power to appoint the {ol-
lowing Staff Officers; that is to say: One
Adjutant, one’ Quartermaster, one Com-
missary and one Surgeon, each with the
rank of Captain; one Assistant Surgeon
and one Chaplain, each with the rank of
First Licutenant ; one Sergeant-Major, one
Quartermaster-Sergeant, one Drunm-Major
and ten Mnsicians, said commissioned
officers to b commissioned by the Goy-
ernor: rovided, That nothing herein
contained shall apply to any vacancy oe-
curring in the General Office of any Dri.
gade, or in the Field Offices of any Regi-
ment, whilst such Brigade or Regiment is
in actual service, which said vacaney so
oceuring  in actusd  service, whether by
casualty or otherwise, shall be filled Ly
promotion in regular grade, and not by
clection.

Swe. 10. That the -troops or forces
authorized to be raised under the provis-
ions of this Aect, shall constitute one Di-
vision, and said Division shall consist of
not less than two nor more than four
Brigades of Infantry, and each Infantry
Brigade shall consist of not less than two
nor more than four Regiments, and the
Avtillery and Rifle Companies shall he at-
tached to_such Infantry Ilegiments or
Brigades, as the officer in command of the
troops called into aetive service may from
time to time designate.

See. 11. That when eight Companics of
Tnfantry and the Rifle Companies thereto
attached, in any Infanfry Brigade, shall,
have been aceepted, the  Governor shall
organize the same into a Regiment, and
shall suthorize the said Companies to meet
at their respective rendezyous on a given
day, and there ballot for Colonel, Lienten-
ant-Colonel and Major, and the resnit of

mitted by the Captain thereof to thie Gov-
ernor, who shall declare the election and
commission the officers..  That when two
Jeciments are organized, the Governor
shall appoint, as hereinbefore provided, a
Bricadier-General to command said Bi-
gade; and when additional Regiments, as
liereinbefore provided, shall have been or-
aanized, the brm‘umm' shall form them in-
to Brigades, and appoint Brigadier-Gener-
als to command fhe additional Brigades,
and shall also appoint, as hereinbefore
provided, a Major-General to conmuaand the

Diviswin - and avhea additional troops are

¢ributed into the Brigades slready formed,
in such manner as the geod of the service
may require, and as may he decmerl ex-
exvedient by the Maujor-General command-
ing the Division:

Provided, That, such additional troops
shall not be other than these contemplated
to be raised under the second, third and

fourth sections of this Act:

And provided further, That whenever
four companies of Cavalry shall be aceept-
ed, the Governor shall order an election for
a Major to command the Battalion, and
when eizht Companies shail have been ac-
cepted, the Governor shall order an elec-
tion for an aditional Major, and for a Col-
onel to command said Regiments, and
when two Regiments shall have been or-
aanized, the Governor shall appoint, as
hereinbefore provided, a Brigadiei-Gener-
al to t.‘(nnm:mH the Brigade of Cavalry.

Sie. 12. That the officers of Division,
Brigades, Regiments, Battalions, Compan-
ies of equal grade and date of  conunis-
gion, shall determine their rank by lot.

See. 12, That the Companies herein au-
thorized to be organized, shall be fully
armed and equipped when mustered into
service. :

Ske. 14, That the law now of force
prohibiting the rednetion of Beat Coni-
panies below the number of fifty men be,
and the same is hereby, suspended: - Pro-
pided, such reduction is occasioned by the
veceplion of volnnteers into the service of
the State, and that this Aet shall continue
in force two years from the passage there-
of.

Sec. 15. That the Army Regulations,
approved works on Courgs Martial, and
books of instruction for the different arms
of service now in use in the United States
Army, shall be used by the troops raised
wnder this Act, and the same system of
drill and diseipline shall Le enforced ; and
the Governor is hereby authorized and re-
quived to obtain, at the expense of the
State, a sufficient number of copies of the
Army Regulations, approved works on
Courts Martial, and said books of instrue-
tion, for the purpose indieated.

Sec. 16, That the following pay and
rations shall be allowed to the commis-
sioned, non-commissioned oflicers, privates
and musicians, while in the active service
of the State:

FOR TIE INFANTRY SERVICE.

Major-General, $200 3 month, 7 rations ! duy.
Drigndier-Gen. 165« 6 “
Lieut. Colonel, 100 LC 5 @
Mnjor, 85 i 3 L
Captain, G0 i 2 .t
First Licut., 40 “« 2 «
Second Licut., 30 i 9 0
Third L‘mui.‘ 20 & 2 £
4th Lieut. Apt. a0 e 92 1)
Sergeant Major, 25 & 1 7
Q'rt'm'r Sergeant, 25 it 1 7
Deam Major, an . 1 &
First Sarg't, 20 € 1 “
Second Serg't, 15 i 1 i
Third Sergeant. 15 [ 1 @
Fourth Sergeant, 15 (i v | 7]
Fifth Sergeant, 15 [ 1 @
Sixth Sergeant, 15 £ 1 e
The Corporal, 12 e "
Privates, - 10 L 1 L
Musicians, 10 LU 1 L

FOR THE CAVALRY SERVICE.
TEach officer, non-commissioned officer,

private and musician shall be allowed the

the ballotting each Compauny shall e truns- |

ealled into active servies, they shiali-he dis- |

sume pay and rations as are allowed in

the infantry service, with the addition

gervice. .
FOR THE ARTILLERY SERVICE.

Bach officer, non-commissioned officer,
private and musician shall be allowed the
game pay and rations as are allowed in
the infantry service, with the addition of
forage for each horse employed in said
sorvice.: 3

Bach Seraeant, Corporal, Private and,
and Musician who shall be mustered into
the service of the State shall be allowed
two suits of clothes, two caps and two
pair of shocs, in addition to the pay and
rations hereinbefore allowed. The com-
mutation value of forage for each horse
enrolled shall be §8 per month ; that the
commutation value of clothing for each
soldier per ycar shall be 815.

Sge. 17. That the troops of this State,
when in active serviee, ghall in every re-
spect be subject to the discipline as speci-
fied in “ AnAct for establishing Rules and
Articles for the government of the -Army
of the United States;” approved April the
10th, 1806, -

Sne. 18, That the commissioned, non-
commissioned officers, privates and musi-
cians of every Volunteer Company,
Troop, Battallion, Squadron or Regiment,
which may be raised and mustered into
sevviee under this Militay organization,
shall not be ealled upon during such ser-
vice as volunteers to perform any milita-
vy or road duty, nor shall be snbject to
arrest for any debt, contract or obliga-
tion, after being mustered into service,
and for ten days after being discharged
from said service; but shall be liable to
perform in their respective Corps all the
dutics now required, or which may be
hereafter required by the Commander-in-
Chief, or officers in command of said Vol
anteer Corps, as are hereinbefore pre-
seribed. S

Src. 19. Thatall Aets and parts of Acts
repuanant to this Act be, and the same
are hereby, suspended, so long as this Act
shall remain in force.

The Amdecson  Fnfelligencer,
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forage for each horse employed in said |

| gidentally to the oceurrence,

‘Senate.
‘knote of Scnators gathered here and theve, with

Foreign News.

WWAsHINGTON, December B0, —Messrs.- R, W.
Barnwell, J. H. Adams, and James L. Orr, Com-
missioners from South Carolina to the Government
of the United States, arrived this afternoon, and
put up at a private residence, tlius disnppointing
a large erowil of people who assembled st Brown's
Tlotel, where it was expected they would stop.

Tt is thought they will visit the President fo-
morrow, and it is believed that the President will
immediately send a messnge to Congress, setling
forth his reasons for a refusal to give audience to
the Commissioners, and recommending Congress to
give them 4 hearing,

There have been additional resignations among
the Clerks from South Carolina, and several left |
for home to-day.

" 'he Senate Committee of Thirteen did nothing
fo-day. 1t is now believed that it will be impossi-
bie for the Commiltee to agree on anything.

The House Committee of Thirty-three have
agreed to-duy, with only threc dizsenting voices,
to veport favorably upon an enabling Act, admit-
ting New Mexico a5 a slave State,

Wasnixerox, December 27.—Sexate.—The bill
for the mlmission of Avizona was debated.

During the diseussion, Mr. Benjamin, of Louisi-
ana, enill the question of the Independence of
South Carolina wenld come up on Monday, when
tke session would be important.

The Senate then adjourned to Monday.

Hovsk.—No business of importance transacted.
The House adjourned to Monduy.

. Wasntsgrox, Dee. 27, T p. m.—Seeretary Floyd
suys positively that he kuows nothing officially of
Anderson’s movements. Ile gaveno orders to Col.
Anderson in relntion to the evacuation of Fort
Monlivie and the burning of the gun earvinges.
The supposition is that Anderson acted on his own
responsibility.

Larer.—The President and Seervetary of War as-
sort most solemnly that Col. Anderson acted nat
only without ovders, butagainat orders.  The Cab-
inel is now iu session, and the matter wiil be fully
discussed.

In the Committee of Thirty-three to-day, the
resolutions of Mz Rust, of Arkansas, were voted
down, It is understood that the Southern: mem-
bers of the Committee will issue an Adidress to) the
South immediately, in which they will recommentd,
as & basis for settlement, the Crittenden propusi-
tion.

Vico-President Breckinridge has signed the Ad-

“dress ealling o Convention of the border States, to

meet at Baltimove, in Feburnry.

Wasuisaros, December 27, 0 P M.—The news
of the chanzes at Fort Monltrie created the most
sntense exeitement in Congress, and throughout
the eity.  Mr. Dioolittle, (Republican,) allunded in-
in a speech in the
On the floor of the Sennte might be gecn

anxious fiees, sud engaged in the diseussion of the
all-nbsorbing topic. At the War Department all
gorts of inquirics were made, The President’s

Uonigress,  Thé papers issucil extras, and the

J_\}IES A. IIOYT’ EDITOH. E: _ | louse was thronized with Senators aul members of

remT=—InT

ey Divine wervice may be cxpccleﬂ in the M.
E. Chuveh of this place on next Sabbath.

g The Tutelligeneer will be placed in the hiands
! . |
of nu experiencad and competent gentleman, shonld |

thie volunicer corps to which we belong he callel |
into the service of the State. |
4"’ . ——

7 in consequence ol the imporiant aml exei-
ting nows found i oue exchanges, we give place to
thet in preforence (o editorial matter. Readers
will doubtless be pleased at the arrangement.

-

The Palinctto Ridemen,

This gallant corps, commanded by Capt. J. 10 |
Wiirser, and numbering upwards of eighty men,
lins tendered its services to the Governor as one of
the Rifle companies authorized to he formed ih
this Drigade, under the recent Act.

fie=3™ Those wishing to ““pub their hotses in or-
dexr” before leaving for the confiiet, will cxll on
Spoay, Steerrard e, -end ahtnin one of Lthe g
pevior Brooms which they Luve just reecived from
the Cedar Springs Aeylum, in Spartanburg District,
We thank our friends for one of these Broowms, withi
which we intend to + elean up ™ our bachelor quar-

ters before long.

A delegate to the Convention, arrived here on
Sunday last, and addrzssed the people on Mouday
in the Court Housge. At 9 o'clock, p. m., the Pal-
metto Ritlemen halted in front of the Benson
Touse, and cailed for Senator Ilaxnisox and M.
Regn, who responded in eloguent nnd appropriate
terms, congratuiating the corps upon their comn-
plete organization and warmly encouraging them
Lo waintain the rights and honor of the State.

— ¢._. —
A Frce and Independent Rspublis.

We sond greelings, with the new year, to our
friends nuid subscribers, that this State has re-
sumed her sovereignty and declaved hersell free
and independent ameng the nations of the carth.
The Ordinance of Secession will be found in this

igsue.

The news was received hevewith great rejoicing.
Firing of gins, vinging of bells, and at night there
was o grand display of five.works.

Personal.

The Ion. J. D. Asuvonk, late Representative
from this Disiviet in the U. 8. Congress, avrived at
his home in this village on Wednesday last.

Our goung fviend townsman, 0. R. Brovres,
jri, wiho lias been in attentdance upon the Medieal
Lectures at the University of New York, also ve-
turneidl home duving the holidays. e seceded
from the College, with n number o' Soutlern stu-
dents. 1lis native State welecomes with pride the
return of Ler sons at this trying period.

"1.0.0.F
Al a rogular meeting of Jocasse Lodge, No. 18,
1. 0. 0. F., held on Fridny evening, December 21,
1860, the following brethven were chosen officers
to serve the ensuing annunal term:

San't. H, Lasasrox, N. G.

Jauss A. Hovr, V. G.

Tros. B. Dunniss, Seeretary.

Saa'n. Brows, jr., Treasurer.

The public installation of these officers will be
made on to-morrow (Friday) evening, in 0dd Fel-
Juws' Hall. The ladies and public generally are
respectfully invited to be in attendunce.

-
=

Seneca Rangers.
At a meeting of this Company, the following of-
ficers were clected :
TIHOMAS HALL, Captain.
F. E. Harmsos, 1st Licutenant.
F. C. v. Bonsren, 2d &
Q. €. Laxcstox, Cornet.
Rev. W. E. Warrers, Chaplain.
Dr. Warnnea Nanpix, Surgeon.
Jo, Benny Scoax, Orderly Sergeant.
Jons Coxxisamad, 2d.
SAaMueL Owex, d
W. R. Eannw, 4th,
A. €. Banizg, ist Corporal.
Tuos. M. Wurrg, 2d.
Joux D. M. Dosspixs, 3d.
Sayuer Browxs. dth.
E. B. Suoaxs, Sec. and Treas.

.
<

The Convention election in Florida has
resulted in the choice of an overwhelming
majority of members in favor of immedi-
ate secession.

streets were alive with exeitement.

The House wis alsoa scene of excilement and
confusion.  The great important question was,
who authorized the ehaee in the cotmand from
Montieie to Suwmters The demand was answered |
by Seuthern Seaatn aml wth inchuding Yulee |
aml T 1. Whe War Depastment was astound-
el ab the infomation, and dispatehizs flew neross

| the wives thiel snd last.

Governor Flogd as well as the President, knew
nothing of the change contemplated, nnd remaineil
in doubl us to thz veason until adispateh from
("ol Aniderson seltled ihe matter.  le stated that
he acted in his own defencs, believing it impossiblé
{o defend Fort Moulivie agiinst an attack., He,
therefore, removeil the stoves, troops, &e., to Fort
Sumter, wiich affords better seenvity. 'The facts
in relation to the whele maticr seem to relieve the
Administration from any cotintenance or complicit-
Iy-in the change.

Voluminons dispatehies have heen forwarded to
Anderson by thie War Department, hut their nature
is kept scevet.  The Department scems unwilling
to conteadist o2 allivm the thousand flying rumors
which prevail on the Avenue.  Some most exiray-
pzant  vumors  dmve  been  published. A
dispatel annonneing that the fiving o cannon
sl cansed grent mommolidu,. A pri-
eived from Daltimore sintes that
ave throngel with people, and the ity
excitement.

iuinng, will make a speech
inthe He v, when the D'resident’s
speciel messnze comes up. 1L s understond that
hio ndvocates thevisht of seeessiun, and justifies
the course of Sonth Caroling.

Wasmxaros, December 27, 10 p. m.—The Cubi-
not liza been in  session since night-full, on  the
movements it Charlesian, and the spevinl message
in yemard 1o the mission of the Houth Caroling
Commissioners.  The Cabinet is still in session
at this late howr.  The oflicials arve also busy al
the War Department, which is an unusual i ozeed-
ing,
Gen. Seotl nlso denies any previons knowledge
of Anderzon’s moveients.

12.15 P. M.—The Commissioners from South
Carolinn and severnl Southern Senntors held a lung
informal conferenee to-night. It lTusted until 12
o'elock, but nuthing of any imporinuce was done.
No interview has yet been had with the President.

Wastexeros, December 26.—2 p. r—The news
ofithe eaptuve of Fort Moultric and Castle Pinek-
fiey by the State troops, reaclied the Administrat on
this morning. durime n Cabinet mecting,  ‘The
Chupmissioners of South Carolina are now in con-
fevence with thie President ad Cabinet ministers.
They demaid that the Federal troups shall be im-
mediately withirw:a from all the forts in Chavles-
ton lrbor.  Unless this be'done, they say that to-
day’s will be their list interview, and that they will
seturn at onee to South Caroling, and tell the peo-
ple to prepare for the worst.

Phe Cabinet meeting broke up to-night, after a
acssion of six consceutive hors, without coming to
any conclision in relition to the disposition ol the
troops at Fort Sumter. "

The Commissioners from South Cavolina com-
munieated the first information to the President of
the evacuntion of Fort Moultrie, and expressed in-
diguation ut the gross violation of the understand-
ing on this subject.

11 P. M.—The Scnate Select Committee will re-
quest to be discharged next week. The Honuse
Committee will make n similar request. The
South (arvlina Commissioners, in view of an al-
leged stipulation on the part of the President, that
the zarrison of Charleston harbor should not be
augmented, nor the military wlalus of the forts
chunged, requested information of the President as
to whether Major Anderson had acted by authori-
ty, or in consequence of iny order from the Fed-
eral Government.

The President respondel negatively, and added
that Major Anderson hud acted contrary to the
well known wishes of the Government.

The Commissioners then requested the President
to remand Anderson and his men to Fort Moultrie;
but, after a six hours’ Cabinet session, no definite
conrse was resolved upon.

It is understood here that the Commissioners
will resign thieir mission and return home, it Major
Anderson is not remanded.

Rumors ave rife that troops have been ordered
from Doston (o Charleston; bnt these rumiors ure
diseredited in high quarters.

Mipnt.—I1t is said that Sceretary Toucey has
just reecived an intimation that an attempt will be
made in i few days to seize the Norfolk Navy Yard,
and eapture the Plymouth and other vessels now
lying there. Relinble information represents Vi
ginin as now eager for secession.  TTon. My, Tote-
ler, from the Harper’s Fevey Distvict, thinks that
there will snon be only ene side to the question,
even in his section of the Stale,

The Sonth Cavuling Commissioners have (aken
elezant private quurters in Franklin Row.

The Abolitionigts ave talking less wavlike to-
night than they liwve done for some days past.

Wasniyeroy, December 20.—Seceretary Floyd
tendered his resignation to-dny. His resignation
is considered as deciding the action of the Cabinet-
Seeretavy Thonipson, it is said, hes also resigned,

Wasmixaros, December 31.—It is eurrently re-
ported that General Scott is neling Secretary of
War. Sesgtary Thomas has resigned.

The re %utter- Harriet Lane lias left for
Charlestontiwith gealed orders.

Mr. Benjamin, inhis spgech, to-dny, in the Se-

| Gongress of.the United States. A thrilling scene

wae witnessed in the galleries. At the close of
Senator Benjamin's speech, the ladics stood on the
seats, waved their handkerchiefs, and shouted as

loud as the men.

1 P’. M.—The Cabinet is having a stormy session,
this morning, on the character-of the special mes-
snge (o Congress, in relation to the South Carolina
Commissioners. The President says that his for-
hearanee has hoen misunderstood, and abused by
South Carolina, and that the question may become
a military, instead of a political one.

The 1'resident expresses great indignation at the
course which South Cavolina has pursued. Ile
charges her with making useless issues, nud par-
ticipating_the conilict.

3 P. M.—General Scott has been appointed Sec-
rvetary of War. -

Ths Steam Revenue Cutter ITarriet Lane has
sailed for Charleston with.sealed orders. This is
authentic.

%.50 P. M.-——There lias been a disturbanee in the
Cabinet to-day, which resulted in the vesignation
of Secrelaries Thompson and Thomas. The ad-
ministration has gone over to the Novtl.

NEw Onrneaxs, December 25.—Governor Sam
Houston, of Texas, has issued his enll for nn extra
session of the Legislatnve of that Srate. The d:{}'
of meeling is fixed on the Z1st of January. It is
supposed that the Convention of the people will be
in session by the 28th inst. The secession senti-
ment is general throughout the State, and daily in-
creases in strength.

MoxTeowenry, December 26.—As far as heavd
from. the sceessionists have carvied every doubtiul
county in the State, exeept Cposa county, which
gives o small co-operation wnjority.  Portions of
North Alabama, it is feaved, will sond eo-operation
delegates ; but, in any event, it i3 cortain that
there will be o very large majovity of seperite
State action men in the Convention.

Moning. December 26.—Dallas and  Antaugn

conntics have given secession mujorities.  The ma-

jority for secession in Muobile is 700,

Syvaxsal, December 20, —The rumor (hat the

citizens of Savannah had faken Fort Pulaski is in-

covrect. 'U'hey desisted when they heard that the

President disclaimed the act of Major Anderson.
—

The 20th Day of Dacember, in the Year of Qur

Lord, 1380,

Inseribeid among the calends of the worid—niem-
ornble in time to come—the 20th day of Decer-
ber, in the year of our Lord, 1860, has beeome an
epoeh inthe Listory of the uman race. A jgrpat
Confederated lepublie, overwronght with aveognnl
and tyrinnous oppressions, has fallen from its

ligh cstate among the nations of the earth, Con-
seryative liberry hos been vindicated.  Mohoeratic

liconse has heen strickenidown. Urder lias von-
quered, yet liberty hus survived. Hight has raised
his banner aloft, and bidden defiance to, &gt
The problem of selt-goyernment wder the check-
halanee of slavery, lins secuved itself from threat-
encd destruction.

South Cavoling has vesamed her entive sovereisn
POWErs, and, unshackled, has becoine one ol tiwe
nations of the cartl.

On yosterilay, the 20th December, 1860, just be-

: the Qednance of Seeession
wae prosented by the tormsittee on s+ the (Owdi-
o the Conventivn of the people of South
. Preeisely st seven minutes alter one
~the vore wis taken upon the Ordi
is name being eallel i ovler.
fell upon the ear of the silent asd
sount was echoed baek, without one
eption in that whole gave hody—dye!

At 1.15 o'clock, p. m., the list name was o
the Orduance of Secession was announcel to I
heen passed, and thie Tzt torter Jued Sadlen from tae
limbs of & brave, hut too long oppressed people.

The Convention sat with closed doors. DBut
upon the announcement ontsile, npd. upen the
JMerenry bulletin board, that South Caroline was
no longer a miember ot the Federal Union. lowil
shouts of joy vent the air. ‘The enthuainsm was
unsurpassal, Okl men weat shonting down ike
streets,  Cunmon were fived, and bright wrinmph
was depicted on every counteniancs. =

“But before the Great Seal of the State was aflized
to the Ordinanee of SSecession, anl the names of
thie Delegates to the Convention weve signed, it
was proposed that this cerenony shoulil be pust-
poned il 7 oeloek that evening: when the Cun-
vontion should re-assemble and move in procession
from the St. Aundrew's Hall, where they then sat,
to the great Secession Hail = and that there, halore
the assembled citizens of the State, the Great Seal
of the State should be szel, andd encl  sigustuve
made. The proposition wus fayornbly roceived.

At G o'clock, p. m.. the Convention ri-sesein-
bled nt St. Andeew’s Hall.  Atfi] o'clock, p. m.,.
they formait i procession and woved forward in
silenee to Se e Hadl

The butlding was filled to overflowing. and they
were veeeived by some three thousand people in
the Ifall.

The Convention was ealled to order. The scene
was gne profuundly zeand and impressive. There
were o people assembled throngh theie liighest vep-
resentatives—men; most of them,” upon whose
heads the snows of sixty winters had been shed—
parviarehs in age-—the dienitarics of the land—the
[ligh Priests of the Church of € lvist—reverend
statesmen—and the wise juliges of the Inw. In
the midst of deep silence, s old nan, with bowed
form, and hair ns white as snow, the Rew. Dr
Bacisian, advanced forwara, with upraised hands,
in prayev o Alaighty God, for [lis Dlessing and
favor i this great nct of his people, about to be
consummated.  The whole assembly at unce rose
to its foet, nnil with hats off, listened to the touch-
ing and eloquent appeal to the Al-Wise Dispenser
of cvents. At she close of the prayer the Presi-
dent ndvanced with the conseeruted pavehment

upon which wns inseribed the deeision of the State,
with the Great Seal aftached.  Slowly and solenim-
ly it was read unto the last word—: diszolved "—
when men conl! contain themselyes no longer, and
a shout that shook the very building, reverberating,
long-eontinne:dl, rose to leaven, and  censed only
with the loss of breath.  In prowd, grave silence,
the Convention fiself waited the end with beating
hearts.

The DPresident then vequested the Delegates (hy
previous decision) to step foryard as they were
¢alledd in the alphabetieal oriler of the Districts
which they represented, and sign the Ordinance.
Tywo liours were oceupied in this solemn eeremony”
—thic erowd waiting: patiently the end. “As the
Delegation from St. Phillip's and St. Michael's
came forwarid, again the hall was filled with ap-
plause. And as the Hon, R. B. Ruerr advanced
to the pavclunent, the shonts became denfening,
long-continueid, witil he had seated himself, signed
and retived. 1t was a prond and worthy tribute,
sincefully paid, and appreciated. The same spe-
cinl compliment was paid to our Ex-Goyernor Gist,
who recommended in his message to (he extra ses-
sion, the immediale saeession of South Carolina
from the Union.

At the elose of the signntures the President, ad-
vaneing to the front of the platform, announced
that the Senl of the State had been sef, the signa-
tures of the Convention put to the Ordinance, and
lie thereby proclaimed the State of South Carolina
a sepavate, independent nationality.

To deseribe the enthusinsm with which this an-
nouncement was greeted, is heyond the power of
the pen. The high, burning, bursting heart alone
enn vealize it. A mighty voice of great thoughts
and great emotions spoke from the mighty throat
of one people as o unit.

The Siate of Sonth Carolina has recorded ler-
self before the universe. In revercnce before
God, fearless of man, unawwed by power, unterri-
fied by clamor, slie has cut the Gordian knot of
¢olonial dependence upon the Novth—enst her for-
tine upon per right, and her own right avm, ani

fore oue o'clock, p. .,

|15

stunds cewdy Lo uplold alike her independence and
lier dizniiy before the world, Prescribing to
none, will be dictated to by none; willing for

Deprecating  blood,

peice, she is ready for war.
she is willing toshed it. Vuluing her liberties,
she will maintain them. Neither swerved by

frowns of [oes, nor swayed by timorous solicita-
tions of friends, she will pursue her direct path,
and establish for herself and for her posterity, her
vights, lier liberties und her institutions. - Though
friends may fail her in her need, though the cannon
of lier cnemies may belch destruction among her
cople, South Carolina, unawed, unconquerable,
will still hold aloft her flag. ¢ Axmirs OpinusQUE
Parart.’—Charleston Mercury.

-
-

Three ‘men, named Hughes, have been

GLORIOUS INDEPENDENCE !
SOUTH CAROLINA FOREVER!
The Sceession Ordinance?
Passen Dreceaser 20, 1860.

AN ORDINANCE {o dissolve the Union between
the State of South Carolina and the other States
Cuited with her, under the compagt entitled the Con-
slitution of the United States of America.

We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in
Convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and
it is herehy declaved and ovdained, that the Orditi=’
ance adopted byus in Convention, on the twenfy<"
thivd day of May, in the year of our Lord ond
thousand seven hundred and eighty-ciglit, wher_&: :
by the Constitution of the United States of Ameried
whs ratifiod : and, also, all Acts and parts of Actd
of the Genernl Asscmbly of this Stute,’mtifyiiii;’ -
amendments of the =aid Constitntion, are hersby™
repenled, and that the Union now existing betweer!
Sonth Carolina and other States of America is

liereby dissolved.
S TITR

Evacuation of Fort Houltrie.

Throughout the city yesterday the greatest ex-
citement prevailed in relation to the news froml f
Fort- Moultrie and Suomter.. As early as eight.
oclock in the afternoon the rumors of the des-
truction of the former of these military posts,
and the ocenpation of the latter by the forces of
the United States, were circulated. It waos at
fivst curvently veported and believed . that Fort:
Moultiie liad been laid in: ruins, that the guns.
were spiked, and the earvinges, &c., together with
the barracks,
entively abandoned.
wild five, and soon gained currency, in every part.
of the city. Crowds of citizens anxiously in’
quired of each other the latest intelligence i rés

corer of tha streets, and in fron: of the public
resorts, to eanvass the subject.

The newspaper oflices were hesieged, the hotel.
halis were thronged, anid even the graye and seri-
ous gentlemen composing the State Corivention
shareld in the general excitement. On all hands -
anger and indignation were expressed at the sup=
poseil perfilious conduel of the Federal authori-
tios, at whose instance it was ot first thought the
movement was made. The people were greatly
incensod at the idea of a willul hredel of those.
wesurances of non-netjon which had been volun-

upon which so much reliance and confidence k
been placed by the entire pepulation,
impulse to take the vy precautions for their .
own safety had heen restraived, 2
Instinetively men flew to arms,

enlivencid by the appearance of individual mem-
of the dilferent organizations in their uni-’

Ahout noon the cxeliemant in the streels had
attuined the hiphest piteh. The Convention was: ©
Enown Lo be in sccret conclave, and it was be- |
lieverd that this wes the subject matter of their

el

Sions.

Addidiional tligs were displayed from the stores:
il howses on the principal strests. The Cas-

possession of the United States Government dis-

dayed the bunting of the iufwat Lepublic of

Sonth Carolina.  Bvery onme looked: upon. the
oy s actunlly bogun,” end all scemed to feel.
tliat their bretiren were in the- fiekl, and them-

scives began fo grow vestless at the prospect of -
inaetivity and suspense.

T
wor in the day, howerer, the excitement was -

somewhat abated, when it became Enown that tho'®
movement on the part of the forces of the Gaited.
Stures af Foct Moultrie wos not at the instauce of
Ui Adiinisteation at Washington, but was mevely

jongry measure taken by Commander An~
derson under convietion that hiy pesition within
the lort on Sullivan’s Isiand would not be tena-
bie, if nttacked in it by well-organized ond dis-
The coniradiction of the fivatre-
mage done the fort by

ciplined troops.

ports in relation tn the da

the troops that had evecs

ey to allay theexcitement o%e. pocasion. .= &
FORT SUMNTER A8 OCOUPIED, _

actual damage dene te tha Vorts, of tho causes of *
the wovement, nud of the stete of afuirs gensr-
ully, Reporters weve dispatchied to the scene :
duving the forennen. On the Sway ncross-‘the
fiarhor, the hoisting of an Amevican flag from the ™
atafi of Fort Sumter, at precisely 12 o'clock, gave
certain indication that the stronghold was ocecu-
pied by the troops of the United States. On a
peaver approsch. the forivess was discovered to'be
ocenpied, the guns appeared to be mounted, and

cipline.

soutiled throtgh irs forbidding refesses,
rything seemyd (o indicate the utmost siserity’
the work on land. et B,

FORT NOULTRIE AND 119 COSDITION: a.

of smuole wasseen to pour from the end facing
the sen.  Theflag-siaff was down, nud the whole
place lind an air of desolation and' abondonment
~uite the revrse of its busy look one week ago,
when scores of liborers were engaged in adding
to its sirengl all the works whici skill and expe-
rienge conld supgesi.

In the imuediate vicinity of the resr or Iand<
side entrane, however, greatem activity was no-
ticable. Afthe time of our visit, a large force
of hapds hal been summoned .to deliver up their
implements for transportation to Fort Sumter.
Around on jvery side were the evidences of labor
in the fortifcation of the work. In many places:’
a portion o the defences were strengthened by
every applimee that art could suggest or ingennity:
devise ; whie, in others, the uncompleted - works
gave evidertes of the utmost confasion. On gl

and munitons, was yet going on. The heavy
guns upon he ramparts of the Fort were thrown
down froms their carviages and spiked. Every
sunce of gmpowder and cvery cartridge had been
removed fiym the magazines; and, in fact, every- '
thing like bmall arms, clothing, provisions, ac--
coutrement and other munitions of war, had
been rvemyed off und deposited—nothing but
lieavy ballsand useless eannon remained. =

The entie place was, to all appearances, ' litter- g
ed up withthe odd ends and fragments of war's
l]L‘SUlllliDﬂT! Confusion could not have been more
complete fad the lute occupauts retired in the
face of o )esicging foe. Fregments of gun car-
vinges, &cf broken to pieces, bestrewed the ram-
parts. Swd bags, and barrels filled with earth,
crowned th walls, and wore firmly imbedded in
their bombproof surface, ag ax additionol safe-
guard—anl notwithstanding the heterogeneous
seatteving if materials and implements, the walls
of the fortevinced a vague degree of energy in
prepaving for an attack. A ditch some fifteen.
feet wide nd about the same in depth surrounds
the entireall on three sides. On the sonth side,
or front, sglacis has been commenced and. prose-
cuted nealy to completion, with o rampart of
sand bagsbarrels, &e.

On one'ide of the fort a palisado of palmetto
logs is extnded around the ramparis as a com-
plete defece against an escalading party. New
embrasure have been cut in the walls, 5o s to
command the faces of the bastions anc diteh,
These ney defences ave all incomplete, and are
evidences)f the haste with which they were erec-
ted. Copidering the inferior force, in peint of
numbers, under his command, Major Anderson
had paid-yrticular attention to strengthening only
a small ¢ 't of the fort. ;

A grespr portion of the labor expended was
spent apn the citadel or centre of the west point
of the poition. This he had caused to be sirength-
ened in very way ; loop-holes were cub and eve-
rythingas so arranged, that in case a well-con-
corted ttack was made, he would have retired
from th outer bastions to the citadel, and after-
waris fow up tlre other portions of the fort. For
this pupose, mines hnd already been sprung, and
trains hd been lnid ready. for the application of
the math, Thebarrack rooms and every other
part ofilie fort that was indefensible wounld have
gone an touch. A e o

On te ramparts of the fort fronting Fort Sum-
tor wer nine eight-inch Columbiads, mounted on
woodercarringes. As soon as the evacuation of

arrested in Chester, for plotting with ne-

nnte, intimated that thiswns the last session of the

it

groes.

the forwas complete, the carriages of these guns

burned, and that the post had beem | ..
The reports spread like .

ation to the affair; squads collected on every.

teered by the Goyernment at Washington, and

that® every .

AlL the military fovces orderedsout pm[nptlj'. (.
obevod the summois, and the streets were soon, . .

18

he streets swarmed with people. =

ted it nleo had o tendeps

_ Tn order to aseertain trathfal statements of the

sentinels wers discovered on daty, and the plaes
to give every sign of pecupancy aud militavy dis,
The grim fortress frowned defianeé on
avery side—hbe husy notes Of‘..‘Pl‘l}pmtion Te- -

and eve-

Turning tovards Fort Moultrie, o dense cloud.: -

hands the ‘Frue:ess of removing goods, furniture .

{oms Iouse ond other buildings formerly in'the -




